
 

Love Joy & Peace.  When we strip everything else away and get 

right down to the core, isnôt that what all of us seek?  In our society 

those three words are often times neatly packaged up into a single 

word called ñSuccessò. The message communicated to the youth of 

today is that true love, joy & peace can be obtained as long as they 

work hard enough, study hard enough, practice hard enough, plan 

enough or save enough. That it can be earned or bought.   

 

Our culture is also one where athletics plays a significant role in the 

lives of our young men and women.  The athletes and coaches of 

today, more so than ever before, work harder, study harder,  

practice harder and play harder than ever so that they can achieve ñsuccessòé.Victory.   

 

As Christians, we know that we have victory in Jesus 

Christ!  He provides us with true love, joy & peace that is 

not temporary...it lasts eternally. This truth is what guides 

us at Atlanta FCA Baseball & Softball to remain bold in our 

mission as we use the games of baseball & softball ñto  

present athletes and coaches and all whom they  

influence, the challenge and adventure of receiving  

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; serving Him in our  

relationships and in fellowship with the churchò. 

As the ministry of Atlanta FCA Baseball & Softball  

approaches itôs two year anniversary, we celebrate Gods  

work through our three key initiatives of Team Ministry,  

International Ministry & Inner -City Baseball  

Development.   

 

We strive to make a positive impact in communities throughout Atlanta by investing into the lives of  

athletes and coaches, encouraging them to be Godly role models to those whom they influence as we 

teach the core values of Integrity, Serving, Teamwork & Excellence.  I encourage you to take a few  

minutes to read how God continues to use the ministry of Atlanta FCA Baseball & Softball to share His  

All-Powerful love through the influence of coaches and athletes throughout the world.   

 

Thank you for your prayers and for your consideration to make financial investments into the lives of  

Atlanta area athletes and coaches.  

 

Many Blessings, 

 

Bob Wiedemann 

Atlanta Director / FCA Baseball & Softball 

What are we looking for?  

Baseball & Softball  

We have come to realize 
that the most influential 
person in the life of a 
young man or young 
woman is their coach. 
The words ñcoach saysò 
are two of the most  
powerful words spoken 
today.  

FCA Baseball & Softball - Atlanta  
www.NortheastAtlantaBaseball.org   

(404) 610-7535 



 

 Team  
Ministry  

ñYou supply the effort and let 
God provide the outcomeò 
These are the words of encouragement that flow from the lips of head baseball coach  

Jim Perry as he watches his team run on the field prior to the start of a recent game at a 

local travel baseball tournament.  His team, the 12 year old FCA Patriots are approaching 

the end of their inaugural season that Coach Perry describes simply as ñincredibleò.   

 

The FCA Patriots are just one of 15 travel baseball & softball teams currently playing under the  

FCA Baseball & Softball umbrella.  These teams, ranging in age from 10 to 14 compete to win both on and 

off the field with Biblically based character.  Our ñTeam 

Ministryò model offers incredible opportunities to share 

Biblical truths to core groups of coaches,  athletes and  

parents who typically spend a tremendous amount of time 

together over the course of a fall - summer baseball or 

softball season.  The close relationships formed in a team 

environment over the course of a season allows coaches, 

all who are committed Christians, to tackle many issues 

that promote strong emotional, relational and spiritual growth in addition to the athletic development of their  

athletes.    

 

Head coach of the 13 year old FCA Team Loganville says ñwe started this season by developing a new 

team purpose. We have all decided that as a team, we will praise God when we win and we will praise God 

when we lose. We are going to honor God with our actions our abilities and our attitudes and leave the rest 

up to Him.  For me as a coach, it has been very rewarding in that 100% of our boys have bought in.  My 

prayer is that people will talk about what God is doing through our teamò  

 

Julie, the mother of a 14 year old young man who plays for 

the FCA RedHawks in Cumming, GA says ñWe have been 

through many experiences in the world of travel baseball, but  

the experience we have had with FCA Baseball is something 

special.  The lead teacher at our church has a charge to his 

congregation; ñdare to do something so great for God that it 

is doomed to fail unless God is in it.ò  You have all done this. 

This team looks different, is different, and will make a huge 

impact on the boysô lives as well as ours.  My son has seen 

the strong competitive drive to win in a Christian body.  You 

can have both ï one does not have to lose themselves to compete and try to win.  Sometimes you make 

decisions as parents that you are not really sure of, but you just know it is right.  We are so grateful that 

playing for an FCA team just felt rightò.   

Baseball & Softball  

ñTo be on an FCA Baseball 
team doesnôt mean that we 
have to honor God, it 
means that we GET to 
honor Godò - Josh  



 

 Inner -City  
Baseball Development  ñDonôt give up on meò 

Youth at risk long for adults who are willing to make an effort to understand them and 

who will provide them with the acceptance and guidance they need.  If one is patient and 

looks hard enough and deep enough they will understand the ñat riskò childôs message is 

this:  ñDonôt give up on meò. 

 

Based on statistics from the Atlanta Public School System website, the poverty levels in the 16 middle 
schools and 13 high schools within the inner-city of  
Atlanta range from 46% to 96%.  It has been estimated 
that over 80% of these students are from single parent 
households, primarily female with no male role model in 
their lives. Many of the behavior problems inner-city 
schools face are often associated with poverty.   
Information for the Atlanta City Schools from the National 
Center for Education Statistics reports 10% of 9

th
 graders 

will drop out of high school.  This statistic alone defines 
these youth as being in a high risk category for substance 
abuse, violence and gang activity.  In many cases, the 
parents have their own issues of drug/alcohol abuse in 
addition to being unemployed and are not able to properly 
nurture or guide their children into adulthood.  
 

In October 2009, FCA Baseball expanded to include a Christ centered  
baseball program within the inner-city of Atlanta that is providing hope and 
lifelines to many young men.  We have initially focused on four Inner City  
Atlanta middle schools that were having a greater significance of behavioral 
issues than other schools in the system.  Those four schools are:   
B.E.S.T. Academy ï all male, Kennedy, Parks and Sylvan Hills.  The City of 
Atlanta does not provide baseball at the middle school level  so without 
our program none would exist.  It is our belief that youth need a sense of 
community and a place to belong. For children to feel hopeful, they need to 
believe that the future has possibilities, and that they can achieve goals; they 
need supportive adults in their lives.   
 
Making a positive difference in a studentôs educational experience can be 
accomplished by helping them feel as though they belong. Providing  
baseball in these schools gives students a chance to participate in a sport 
that they might, otherwise, not have and provides another avenue for us to 
show the source of true love, joy & peace to the youth in the inner-city.              
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It has been estimated 
that over 80% of these 
students are from single 
parent households,  
primarily female with no 
male role model in their 
lives.  

If you would like more information about  
FCA Baseball & Softball or would like to help by 

providing financial support, please visit our  
website at: www.NortheastAtlantaBaseball.org  

 
or email: BWiedemann@fca.org  



 

 

Change of Pace + Change of Place =  
Change of Perspective  
Baseball is the lifeblood of the Dominican people.  It races through their veins, giving 
hope for the future.  Current statistics show that 28% of all active Major League Baseball 
players come from the Dominican. Children begin playing baseball from the time that they 

can walk and many see baseball as their only ticket out of poverty - but there is no quick way to the top and 
very few make it.  But, it is still their hope.  And that is what led FCA Baseball & Softball on itôs first mission 
trip to the DR in the summer of 2009.  To use our common love of baseball to share the message of  
Salvation through Christ to the Dominican people.   
 

Last June, we led a group of 18 young men - age 13&14, 
along with a crew of 17 other coaches and parents on a 7 day 
mission trip to the island.  Over the course of the week, our 
group traveled to different villages each day, competing 
against different Dominican teams and sharing our Christian 
faith with the opposing players, coaches and spectators.  We 
also visited remote sugarcane villages and orphanages where 
we provided love and service to many in need.  However like 
many mission trips, we discovered that the mission was not 
really so much about those who we were going to serve, but 
more so about what God wanted to do in the hearts of those 
who were obedient to go.  Our teen aged boys realized how 
truly ñrichò they areé.how blessed they are.  Here is how 13 

year old Nate Parsons described what he experienced: 
 
ñAfter a few hours in the Dominican Republic I found myself 
shocked by the culture! I went from unsatisfied to thankful on the 
trip. I was happy to even have a house to live in because of how 
much poverty they had. Let me brake down the Dominican for you. 
The sidewalks are full with trash, the houses are dirty old shacks, 
and running around are the hungriest stray dogs you will ever see.  
Despite all the horrible things, the Dominicans act like nothing is 
wrong. And I was thinking weôre always mad and wanting more, but the Dominicans are always 
happy. Having more money isnôt always good. It could be a bad thing.  Spiritually, I thought the 
Lord took me on a rollercoaster.  It felt like God was more real on that trip than any other time in my 
life.  This trip has shown me that nothing should get in your way of having fun and that God will 
work in your life and teach you to see people in different waysò. 
 
God has truly blessed and expanded this mission to share Christ to the Dominican people and at the same 
time minister to our local coaches and athletes who are called to go.  This summer, FCA Baseball &  
Softball will be leading 101 coaches, athletes, parents and siblings  back to the Dominican Republic 
July 14th - 24th to continue the work that He started last year.   
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International Missions: The Dominican Republic  

ñIt felt like God was 
more real on that trip 
than any other time 
in my lifeò - Nate, (13 

year old ball player) 

Each person that has been obedient to the call of this mission is responsible for raising 
100% of the $1695.00 necessary to take this life changing trip.  If you would like to help  

financially support a young man or woman in this mission, please mail a check to: 
FCA Baseball & Softball 

525 W. Magnolia Cr. 
Alpharetta, GA  30005 


